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Hope Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

6308 Quivira Rd. + Shawnee, KS 66216 + 913-631-6940 

LENT III MIDWEEK March 18, A. D. 2020 

Order of Compline, LSB pp. 253–259 

‘I AM THAT I AM’: Before Abraham Was 
THE PASSION OF OUR LORD: The Palace of the High Priest 

 
The congregation assembles in silence. 

Kneel/Stand 

OPENING VERSICLES p. 253 
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EXHORTATION p. 254 

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for self-examination. 

CONFESSION OF SINS p. 254 
L I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous 

fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. 

Amen. 
 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and 

sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own 

most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, 

and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

PSALMODY Psalm 105:1–11 

 

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call up- | on His name;* make known His deeds among the | peoples! 

Sing to Him, sing prais- | es to Him;* tell of all His | wondrous works! 

Glory in His | holy name;* let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice! 

Seek the LORD | and His strength;* seek His presence con- | tinually! 

Remember the wondrous works that | He has done,* His miracles, and the judgments He | uttered, 

O offspring of Abraham, His | servant,* children of Jacob, His | chosen ones! 

He is the | LORD our God;* His judgments are in | all the earth. 

He remembers His covenant for- | ever,* the Word that He commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations, 

the covenant that He cut with | Abraham,* His sworn promise to | Isaac, 

which He confirmed to Jacob as a | statute,* to Israel as an everlasting | covenant, 

saying, “To you I will give the land of | Canaan* as your portion for an in- | heritance.” 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Sit 
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OFFICE HYMN The God of Abraham Praise Hymn 798 sts. 1–4, 7, 9 

D  Stand for the doxology 

 

 

 

 
 

7 There dwells the Lord our king, The Lord our righteousness, 

Triumphant o’er the world and sin, The Prince of Peace. 

On Zion’s sacred height  His kingdom He maintains 
And glorious with His saints in light  Forever reigns. 

 

D    9 The whole triumphant host  Give thanks to God on high. 
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” They ever cry. 

Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine!  I join the heav’nly lays: 

All might and majesty are Thine  And endless praise! 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 
READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE 

FIRST READING Genesis 15:1–21 

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; 

your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue 

childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you have given 
me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” And behold, the word of the LORD 

came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he brought 

him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then 
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he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as 
righteousness. 

And he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this 

land to possess.” But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said to him, 

“Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and 
a young pigeon.” And he brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. 

But he did not cut the birds in half. And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove 

them away. 
As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness fell 

upon him. Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a 

land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. But I 
will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great 

possessions. As for yourself, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 

And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 

complete.” 
When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed 

between these pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I 

give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, the land of the Kenites, the 
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the 

Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 

 
Silence for reflection. 
 

SECOND READING John 8:48–59 

The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?” Jesus 

answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. Yet I do not seek my 

own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my 

word, he will never see death.” The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham 
died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ Are you 

greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to 

be?” Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom 
you say, ‘He is our God.’ But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know 

him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. Your father Abraham rejoiced 

that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years 
old, and have you seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I 

am.” So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 

 
Silence for reflection. 
 

PASSION READING III. The Palace of the High Priest 

Those who had arrested Jesus brought him to the high priest’s house, where the scribes and elders were 

assembled. Peter followed him afar off, and so did another disciple. That disciple was known to the high 

priest and went in with Jesus into the palace of the high priest, but Peter stood outside at the door. So that 

other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the doorkeeper and brought Peter 
in. He went in and sat with the servants to see the end. He was warming himself at the fire they had 

kindled in the middle of the courtyard. 

Meanwhile, the chief priests and the whole council were seeking evidence that might make the case for 
a death sentence, but they could not find any. Many bore false witness against him, but their statements 

did not agree. Two stepped forward and said, “We heard him say, ‘I shall destroy this temple made with 
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hands and after three days I shall build another, not made with hands.’” But even on this point the evidence 
did not agree. 

Then the high priest stood up, moved to the center, and put this question to Jesus, “Do you have no 

answer? What is this evidence they have given against you?” But he was silent and gave no answer. 

Again the high priest put a question to him and said, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 
Jesus said, “I am. You will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of God’s power and coming 

with the clouds of heaven.” 

The high priest tore his garments and said, “Do we still need any witnesses? You have heard this 
blasphemy. What is your opinion?” They all agreed that he was deserving of death. 

Then some of them began to spit on him; they blindfolded him, struck him, and said to him, “Prophesy 

to us, O Christ, who is it that struck you?” The guards beat him as they took him away. 
Meanwhile Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. One of the maidservants of the high priest came 

and saw Peter warming himself. She looked at him closely as he sat in the light of the fire, and said, “You 

also were along with the man from Nazareth, that Jesus.” 

Peter denied it and said, “I do not know what you mean.” He went out to the forecourt. 
Another maidservant saw him there and said to those who were standing around, “This man was with 

Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Peter denied it again with an oath, “I do not know the man.” 
A little later those standing around said to Peter, “Surely you are one of them. You are a Galilean. Your 

accent gives you away.” 

Peter started calling down curses on himself and swore, “I do not know the man.” 
And immediately while he was still speaking, the cock crowed a second time, and the Lord turned and 

looked on Peter. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, “Before the cock crows twice, you 

will deny me three times.” Peter broke down, and went out, and wept bitterly. 

As soon as it was morning the chief priests with the elders and the scribes held the court session with 
all the Sanhedrin. Then they bound him, led him away, and turned him over to Pilate. Then Judas, who 

had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, was sorry and brought back the thirty pieces of 

silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, “I have sinned. I have betrayed innocent blood.” 
They said, “What is that to us? That is your affair.” Judas threw down the pieces of silver in the temple 

and departed. He went and hanged himself. 

The chief priests took the silver pieces and said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, because 

it is the price of blood.” They took counsel and bought with them the potter’s field to bury strangers in. 
That is why to this day that field has been called “the field of blood.” 

In this way was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “They took the thirty pieces 

of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by the children of Israel, and gave them for the 
potter’s field.” 

 
Silence for reflection. 
 

RESPONSORY p. 255 
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HYMN Not All the Blood of Beasts Hymn 431 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

SERMON “I AM” John 8:48–59 

Kneel/Stand 
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PRAYER p. 257 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
L Lord God, heavenly Father, You promised Abraham that he would be the father of many nations, You 

led him to the land of Canaan, and You sealed Your covenant with him by the shedding of blood. May 

we see in Jesus, the Seed of Abraham, the promise of the new covenant of Your Holy Church, sealed 

with Jesus’ blood on the cross and given to us now in the cup of the new testament; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no threat. Be present, 
we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and work on behalf 

of others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and 

competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with Your 

whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide 
with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and 

blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear 

and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever. 
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LORD’S PRAYER Our Father Who Art in Heaven – I Hymn 957 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 
Stand 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS p. 258 
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BENEDICTION p. 259 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow Hymn 880 

 

 

 

 
 

5 My loved ones, rest securely, For God this night will surely 
    From peril guard your heads. 

Sweet slumbers may He send you  And bid His hosts attend you 

    And through the night watch o’er your beds. 
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