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DIVINE SERVICE  
(abridged) 

PRELUDE Jesus, I Will Ponder Now Wilbur Held and Max Reger 

HYMN OF INVOCATION Jesus, I Will Ponder Now Hymn 440 

 Stand for the last stanza 

INVOCATION — The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. Psalm 43:4 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8 

P I love the Lord,  
C because He has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy. 

P The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 

C I suffered distress and anguish. 

P Then I called on the name of the Lord: 

C “O Lord, I pray, deliver my soul!” Psalm 116:1, 3–4 

P Whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner 

C will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 

P Let us examine ourselves and discern His body, then,  

C lest we eat and drink judgment on ourselves. 1 Cor 11:27–29, adap. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P Let us confess our sins, imploring God our Father the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant 
us forgiveness. 

C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 

of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 

P Do you believe that my forgiveness is God’s forgiveness? 

C Yes. 

P Let it be done for you as you believe. 

ABSOLUTION  BLESSING 

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Now the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and 

body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; 

He will surely do it. Go in  peace. 
C Amen. 

 

INTROIT Ps. 116:1–4; antiphon: v. 5 

 

Gracious is the LORD, and | righteous;* our God is | merciful. 

I love the LORD, because | He has heard* my voice and my pleas for | mercy. 

Because He inclined His | ear to me,* therefore I will call on Him as long | as I live. 

The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid | hold on me;* � 

I suffered distress and | anguish. 

Then I called on the name | of the LORD:* “O LORD, I pray, deliv- | er my soul!” 

Gracious is the LORD, and | righteous;* our God is | merciful. 

 

KYRIE HYMN Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved Hymn 945 

 Cantor sings first line of each stanza 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

P Let us pray: O Lord God, who in the wondrous Sacrament of the Altar have left us a remem-

brance of Your Passion, grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and 

blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; as You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 12:1–14 
1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for you the beginning 

of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the 

tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a 

household. 4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take 

according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the 

lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from 
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the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the 

congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 
7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses 

in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and 

bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its 

legs and its inner parts. 10 And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains 

until the morning you shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals 

on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. 12 For 

I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 

both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13 The blood 

shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 

and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 
14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout 

your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM In the Land of the Living Philip Stopford Ensemble 

I love the Lord, for He has heard the voice of my supplication, 

Because He inclined His ear to me on the day I called to Him. 

The snares of death encompassed me; the pains of hell took hold of me; 

By grief and sorrow was I held. 

I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 

Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 

“O Lord, I beg You, deliver my soul!” 

Gracious is the Lord and righteous; our God is full of compassion. 

The Lord watches over the simple; I was brought very low and He saved me. 

Turn again to your rest, O my soul, for the Lord has been gracious to you. 

I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 

For You have delivered my soul from death, 

my eyes from tears and my feet from falling, 

in the land of the living. (Psalm 116:1–9) 

Copyright © Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP) 

A division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. St. Louis, MO 

All rights reserved. Used by permission under OneLicense #A-733912. 

 
EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 11:23–32 

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 

was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, 

which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 

saying, “This cup is the new testament in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 

he comes. 
27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be 

guilty of profaning the body and the blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat 

of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats 

and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But 

if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are 

disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

HYMN O Man, Behold, God’s Blood Is Shed bulletin p. 8 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 13:1–17, 31b–35; 15:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth and fifteenth chapters. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this 

world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 During 

supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 
3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and 

was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it 

around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 

them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, 

do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but 

afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered 

him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet 

only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to 

wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For 

he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to 

them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, 

for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 

another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. 
16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 

one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. … 

31b “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God 

will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with 

you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you 

cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, 

you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love for one another. … 

15:1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit 

he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already 

you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am 

the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 

apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 

withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my 

words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, 

that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 

you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept 

my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy 

may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CREED Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and Giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life     of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY O Lord, We Praise Thee Hymn 617 
 

SERMON “I AM the True Vine” John 15:1–12 

Stand 

PRAYER HYMN O Dearest Jesus Hymn 439 

sts. 1–5 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

Each petition ends: 

P Make haste … to deliver us; 

C make haste to help us, O LORD. 

The Prayer concludes: 

P We thank You, O Lord Jesus Christ, the Savior of all men, that You have given Yourself into 

death for us to make atonement for our sins and have also left us an example of mutual service 

by humbly washing Your disciples’ feet. Govern and direct our heart by Your Holy Spirit that 
we may in true faith firmly cling to You as our Savior, faithfully serve our neighbor with works 

of love, and obtain eternal salvation through Your merit; as You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and to the age of ages. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 

‘OFFERING’ 

OFFERTORY HYMN O Dearest Jesus Hymn 439 

sts. 8–9, 12–13 
Stand 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  

          on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

CONCLUDING COLLECT (based on Psalm 116) 

P O Lord, precious in Your sight is the death of Your saints. According to Your gracious will, 

deliver us from the trouble and sorrow of this life that, having received the cup of salvation, we 
may rejoice in Your heavenly Jerusalem; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

As the the altar is stripped and the chancel cleared in preparation for the solemnity of Good Friday, 
the cantor and congregation chant the Twenty-second Psalm antiphonally. 
 

PSALM 22 (NKJV) 

 

My God, My God, why have You for- | saken Me?* � 

Why are You so far from helping Me, and from the words of My | groaning? 

O My God, I cry in the daytime, but You | do not hear;* � 

And in the night season, and am not | silent. 

But You are holy, enthroned in the praises of | Israel.* � 

Our fathers trusted in You; they trusted, and You de- | livered them. 

They cried to You, and were de- | livered;* They trusted in You, and were | not ashamed. 

But I am a worm, and | not a man;* A reproach of men, and despised by the | people. 

All those who see Me ri- | dicule Me;* They shoot out the lip, they | shake the head: 

“He trusted in the LORD, let Him | rescue Him;* � 

Let Him deliver Him, since He de- | lights in Him!” 

But You are He who took Me out | of the womb;* � 

You made Me trust while on My | mother’s breasts. 

I was cast upon | You from birth.* From My mother’s womb You have | been My God. 

Be not far from Me, for trou- | ble is near;* For there is | none to help. 

Many bulls have sur- | rounded Me;* Strong bulls of Bashan have en- | circled Me. 
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They gape at Me | with their mouths,* Like a raging and roaring | lion. 

I am poured out like water, and all My bones are | out of joint;* � 

My heart is like wax; it has melted with- | in Me. 

My strength is dried up like a | potsherd,* and My tongue clings | to My jaws; 

You have brought Me to the | dust of death.* For dogs have sur- | rounded Me; 

The congregation of the wicked has en- | closed Me.* They pierced My hands | and My feet;  

I can count | all My bones.* They look and | stare at Me. 

They divide My garments a- | mong them,* And for My clothing they | cast lots. 

But You, O LORD, be not | far from Me;* O My Strength, hasten to | help Me! 

Deliver Me | from the sword,* My precious life from the power | of the dog. 

Save Me from the | lion’s mouth* And from the horns of the wild | oxen! 

 

You have | answered Me.* I will declare Your name to My | brethren; 

In the midst of the assembly I will | praise You.* You who fear the LORD, | praise Him! 

All you seed of Jacob, glo- | rify Him,* And fear Him, all you seed of | Israel! 

For He has not despised | nor abhorred* the affliction of the af- | flicted;* 

Nor has He hidden His | face from Him;* but when He cried to | Him, He heard. 

My praise shall be of You in the great as- | sembly;* � 

I will pay My vows before those who | fear Him. 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek Him will | praise the LORD.* � 

Let your heart live for- | ever! 

All the ends of the world shall remember and turn | to the LORD,* � 

And all the families of the nations shall worship be- | fore You. 

For the kingdom is the LORD’s, and He rules over the | nations.* � 

All the prosperous of the earth shall eat and | worship; 

All those who go down to the dust shall bow be- | fore Him,* � 

Even he who cannot keep him- | self alive. 

A posterity shall | serve Him.* It will be recounted of the Lord to the next gener- | ation, 

They will come and declare His righteousness to a people yet | to be born,* � 

That He has | done this. 

 
 

 

  SERVICE LEADERS  
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 Video ............................................................................... Laura haverkamp 
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‘Concrucified’ (st. 2) means “crucified with,”and  

is a translation of the Greek verb St. Paul used 

in Romans 6:6 describing our baptism into Christ. 

Text, sts. 1–2, 4–5: © 2016 Michael A. Peniķis; Used by permission 

Text, st. 3, and Tune:  Public domain 
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