
THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 
 

PRELUDE Bread of Heaven (William B. Cooper) 
 

OPENING HYMN 894 For the Fruits of His Creation 
 

Stand 
 

ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
  
(Silence for meditation and self-examination.) 
  
P Almighty and all-merciful God, 
C We are dead in trespasses and sin; we have no power to rise. We have offended Your 

majesty and defied Your divinity; we have brought death and darkness where You once 
said, "Let there be light." We deserve the doom that You have decreed. For the sake of 
Jesus Christ, who gave His life for our redemption, we beg Your forgiveness, and seek 
the power to become more faithful servants of Christ, the King. Amen. 

P The word of God tells us "The LORD" is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 
abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does 
not treat us as our sins deserve or repay use according to our iniquities. For as high as the 
heavens are above the earth, so great is His love for those who fear him; as far as the east is 
from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion 
on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him." Go in peace, your sins 
are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

PSALM Psalm 104:1-28 
P Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, you are very great! You are clothed with 

splendor and majesty, covering yourself with light as with a garment, stretching out the 
heavens like a tent. 

C He lays the beams of his chambers on the waters; he makes the clouds his chariot; he 
rides on the wings of the wind; he makes his messengers winds, his ministers a flaming 
fire. 

P He set the earth on its foundations, so that it should never be moved. 
C You covered it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. 
P At your rebuke they fled; at the sound of your thunder they took to flight. The mountains 

rose, the valleys sank down to the place that you appointed for them. 



C You set a boundary that they may not pass, so that they might not again cover the 
earth. 

P You make springs gush forth in the valleys; they flow between the hills; they give drink to 
every beast of the field; the wild donkeys quench their thirst. Beside them the birds of the 
heavens dwell; they sing among the branches. 

C From your lofty abode you water the mountains; the earth is satisfied with the fruit of 
your work. 

P You cause the grass to grow for the livestock and plants for man to cultivate, that he may 
bring forth food from the earth and wine to gladden the heart of man, oil to make his face 
shine and bread to strengthen man’s heart. 

C The trees of the Lord are watered abundantly, the cedars of Lebanon that he planted. 
In them the birds build their nests; the stork has her home in the fir trees. 

P The high mountains are for the wild goats; the rocks are a refuge for the rock badgers. 
C He made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knows its time for setting. 
P You make darkness, and it is night, when all the beasts of the forest creep about. The young 

lions roar for their prey, seeking their food from God. 
C When the sun rises, they steal away and lie down in their dens. 
P Man goes out to his work and to his labor until the evening. O Lord, how manifold are your 

works! In wisdom have you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
C Here is the sea, great and wide, which teems with creatures innumerable, living things 

both small and great. There go the ships, and Leviathan, which you formed to play in it. 
P These all look to you, to give them their food in due season. When you give it to them, they 

gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
 

GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray: ... 
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

HYMN 892 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 8:1–10 
 1“The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, that you may 
live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD swore to give to your fathers. 



2And you shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in 
the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether 
you would keep his commandments or not. 3And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you 
with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know 
that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of 
the LORD. 4Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. 
5Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines you. 
6So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God by walking in his ways and by 
fearing him. 7For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, 
of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and barley, of vines 
and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9a land in which you will eat 
bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of 
whose hills you can dig copper. 10And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your 
God for the good land he has given you.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee 
The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in due season. 
Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 
Text: Jean Berger 
Text: © 1959 Augsburg Fortress Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-733912. All rights reserved. Used by permission: ONE LICENSE no. A-733912 

 
NEW TESTAMENT READING Philippians 4:4–7 

 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 17:11–19 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 11On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12And as he 
entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13and lifted up their voices, 
saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show 
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. 15Then one of them, when he saw 
that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16and he fell on his face at Jesus’ 
feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten 



cleansed? Where are the nine? 18Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?” 19And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
HYMN 738 Lord of All Hopefulness 

 
SERMON "Give Thanks!" 

 
OFFERING Now Thank We All Our God (Georg Friedrich Kaufmann) 

 
Stand 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 
CHRISTIAN QUESTIONS WITH THEIR ANSWERS 

After confession and instruction in the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the 
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the pastor may ask, or Christians may ask 
themselves these questions: 



  
1. Do you believe that you are a sinner? 
Yes, I believe it. I am a sinner. 
  
2. How do you know this? 
From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept. 
  
3. Are you sorry for your sins? 
Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 
  
4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins? 
His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Romans 6:21, 23. 
  
5. Do you hope to be saved? 
Yes, that is my hope. 
  
6. In whom then do you trust? 
In my dear Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
7. Who is Christ? 
The Son of God, true God and man. 
  
8. How many Gods are there? 
Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
  
9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him? 
He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins. 
  
10. Did the Father also die for you? 
He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true 
man. He died for me and shed His blood for me. 
  
11. How do you know this? 
From the Holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood 
given me as a pledge in the Sacrament. 
  
12. What are the Words of Institution? 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after 
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
  



13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament? 
Yes, I believe it. 
  
14. What convinces you to believe this? 
The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood. 
  
15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His 
pledge? 
We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 
  
16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death? 
First, so we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only 
Christ, true God and man, could do that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and 
to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in Christ alone, and 
through faith in Him be saved. 
  
17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins? 
His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; 
Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5. 
  
18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament? 
That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him 
to love God and my neighbor. 
  
19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently? 
First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, 
because of which the command, encouragement, and promise are given. 
  
20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the 
Sacrament? 
To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if 
he still has flesh and blood. Then he should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 
and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in the world, and 
remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15–16 and in 
1 John 2 and 5. Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and 
murdering day and night will let him have no peace, within or without, as the Scriptures picture 
him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2. 
  
NOTE 
These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of 
purpose by the venerable and devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay 
attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the Galatians in chapter six: “Do 
not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.” 



 
SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 
PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

(All non-LCMS visitors are welcome to come up to the altar to receive a blessing by crossing their arms in 
front of them.) 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN 893 Sing to the Lord of Harvest 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN 895 Now Thank We All Our God 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
 

Stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

BENEDICTION 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  
P The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

CLOSING HYMN 632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 
 

POSTLUDE Fuga 1 (Charles Zeuner) 
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