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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR p. 203 

 

PRELUDE  The Infant King (Desmond Ratcliffe)

  
WORD OF WELCOME 

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising     LSB 375 
 

Stand 

 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20     LSB 203 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

EXHORTATION Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3-4; Luke 18:13     LSB 203 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive 

the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 

consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Stand 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS Matthew 28:19b; 18:20     LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION [John 20:198-23]     LSB 203 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given us His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

 

INTROIT Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

The LORD has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 

KYRIE Mark 10:47     LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29     LSB 204 

C 1 To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 

    Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

    We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing— 

    Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

  

2 To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray; 

    O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 

    Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high— 

  

3 For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 

    Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 

    You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 

    In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your 

Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him 

who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 61:10—62:3 

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

 my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

 to sprout up before all the nations. 

1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

 and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 

 and her salvation as a burning torch. 
2The nations shall see your righteousness, 

 and all the kings your glory, 

and you shall be called by a new name 

 that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

 and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Galatians 4:4–7 
 4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 

law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And 
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because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 205 
 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:22–40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] 

brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the 

Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a 

sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young 

pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 

righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 

seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought 

in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms 

and blessed God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

 according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 

 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed 

them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many 
in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so 

that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 

advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and 
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then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with 

fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to 

God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned 

into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with 

wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH -- Meaning to the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed 

C I  believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 

and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, 

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me  

from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; 

not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood 

and with His innocent suffering and death, 

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom 

and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 
 

This is most certainly true.  

  
Sit 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly     LSB 897 
 

SERMON                                               "A Peace-Full Passing"                                          Luke 2:25-40 
 

Stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Sit 

 

OFFERING Praeludium (J.S. Bach) 

 
Stand 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN What Child Is This     LSB 370 sts. 1 & 3 
 

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]     LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 
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C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so 

freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 

shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on 

Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 

from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 

and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

 

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9     LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 

given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 
  

In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time Your 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 
  

Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body and 

drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus, our 

Lord. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 
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     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI John 1:29     LSB 210 

C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

  

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS The Infant Priest Was Holy Born  LSB 624 
 O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild  LSB 546 
 See amid the Winter’s Snow  LSB 373 
 Let All Together Praise Our God  LSB 389 

 
Stand 
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NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29–32     LSB 211 

C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’nly peace, 

    For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace: 

    A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, 

    The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

  

2 All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son, 

    All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One; 

    For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 

    God’s triune name resounding Through all eternity. 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS Psalm 103:1     LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN Let Us All with Gladsome Voice     LSB 390 

 

POSTLUDE Improvisation 
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